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TAGS: MARR, PINS, JA 
SUBJECT: USS MIDWAY 

REF: TOKYO 11318 

1. THE DEPARTMENT AND DEFENSE, AFTER CAREFUL APPRAISAL 
OF THE PROS AND CONS, HAVE CONCLUDED THAT IT IS IN THE 
BEST LONG TERM U.S.-JAPAN INTERESTS TO AVOID HAVING MIDWAY 
BECOME FOCAL POINT OF LEFTIST ANTI-WAR DEMONSTRATIONS 
DURING CARRIER'S FIRST IN-PORT PERIOD. 

2. EMBASSY SHOULD THEREFORE INFORM FONOFF THAT THE USG 
RELUCTANTLY AGREES TO DEPARTURE OF USS MIDWAY FROM 
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EMPHASIZE THAT WHILE WE RECOGNIZE THAT UNFORTUNATE 
COINCIDENCE OF CARRIER'S INITIAL ARRIVAL WITH BUILD-UP TO 
ANNUAL ANTI-WAR DAY ACTIVITIES CREATES SPECIAL SITUATION, 

WE ARE SERIOUSLY CONCERNED LEST JAPANESE REGARD OUR 
ACCOMMODATION TO THEIR REQUEST AS PRECEDENT. EMBASSY 
SHOULD LEAVE NO DOUBT IN MINDS OF GOJ OFFICIALS THAT FOR 
THE HOMEPORTING CONCEPT TO WORK MIDWAY MUST HAVE CONTINUED 
AND FREE ACCESS TO YOKOSUKA, AND THAT THIS IS A ' ONE-TIME" 
EXCEPTION. USG EXPECTS AND ANTICIPATES THAT GOJ WILL 
INSURE THAT THERE WILL BE NO OBSTACLES TO RETURN OF MIDWAY 
TO YOKOSUKA FOR EXTENDED PERIOD, BEGINNING NOVEMBER 1, AND 
FOR SUBSEQUENT PORT VISITS AS OPERATIONAL SCHEDULES DICTATE. 

3. IN WAY OF AMPLIFICATION IT SHOULD BE STRESSED THAT 
SPORADIC ADJUSTMENT OF SCHEDULES WOULD QUICKLY NEGATE 
ADVANTAGES OF HOMEPORTING MIDWAY IN YOKOSUKA, (I.E., 

IMPROVED CREW MORALE BY DECREASING FAMILY SEPARATION, 
ADEQUATE IN-PORT MAINTENANCE PERIODS, ETC.). MOREOVER, 

TO MAKE SUCH CHANGES IN RESPONSE TO LEFTIST POLITICAL 
ACTIVITY PUTS A DANGEROUS LEVER IN THE HANDS OF THE 
OPPOSITION WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY BE USED TO DEFEAT 
THE HOMEPORTING CONCEPT. IT SHOULD BE MADE CLEAR THAT 
THE ALTERNATIVE TO HOMEPORTING IS A REDUCTION OF DEPLOYED 
U.S. NAVAL FORCES WHICH IN TURN WOULD INHIBIT U.S. ABILITY 
TO FULFILL ITS SECURITY COMMITMENTS TO JAPAN AND OTHER 
ASIAN ALLIES. RUSH 
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